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her pregnancy. The research question of this chapter is whether the religious commitment of young people in Germany (Christians and Muslims) affects the attitude on euthanasia and abortion. We assume that this will be the case because of the religious tenets in both Christianity and Islam. There fore our research question is: How do young Christians and young Muslims living in Germany reflect on the protection of life when it comes to euthanasia and abortion?
In the following we refer to Christian and Muslim teachings on euthanasia and abortion and reflect on secular challenges within the modern world -which, taken together, is the frame of socialization that influences the worldview of young people.
Euthanasia in the Christian Theology
In the Catechism of the Catholic Church1 (no 1930) it is stated: "Respect for the human person entails respect for the rights that flow from his dignity as a creature. These rights are prior to society and must be recognized by it. They are the basis of the moral legitimacy of every authority: by flouting them, or refusing to recognize them in its positive legislation, a society undermines its own moral legitimacy. If it does not respect them, authority can rely only on force or violence to obtain obedience from its subjects. It is the Church's role to remind men of good will of these rights and to distinguish them from unwarranted or false claims." This statement can be understood as a general umbrella for the concrete cases euthanasia and abortion.
In regard to euthanasia the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church makes the distinction between direct and indirect euthanasia. The catechism states clearly that direct euthanasia is morally unacceptable, regardless of any motives and means. Any acts to eliminate suffering that cause death are regarded as murder and are a grave violation contrary to human dignity and God as the creator of life. Compassion is no excuse for direct euthanasia that is regarded as an error of judgment. The nature of this act is still murderous and forbidden on all accounts (Catechism no 2277). Indirect euthanasia does not cause death of a person, but is aware of the medical incapability to save life. The view of the catechism on indirect euthanasia is the following: "Discontinuing medical procedures that are burdensome, dangerous, extraordinary, or disproportionate to the expected outcome can be legitimate; it is the refusal of 'over-zealous'
